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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 133072 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ICRC, US 

SUBJECT: ICRC AND INDONESIA 

REF: JAKARTA 7477 

1) YOU MAY ASSURE NESSI THAT THE USG STRONGLY FAVORS 
INDONESIA OPENING UP ICRC CONTACTS WITH DETAINEES AND 
PERMITTING THE REOPENING OF ICRC OPERATIONS ON TIMOR. WE 
BELIEVE POSITIVE STEPS BY THE INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT IN THESE 
AREAS WOULD BE IN THE INTEREST OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND ALSO 

IN THE INTEREST OF THE GOI AS WELL, IN THAT THEY COULD 
SERVE TO LAY TO REST MANY OF THE CHARGES OF ABUSES WHICH 
HAVE BEEN MADE BY HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS AND OTHER CRITICS OF 
THE GOVERNMENT. NESSI MIGHT WISH TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON 
THE STATUS OF HIS TALKS WITH GOI OFFICIALS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 133072 

2) FYI. THE DEPARTMENT HAS ALSO FOLLOWED UP ON YOUR 
SUGGESTION AND INFORMED CONGRESSMAN FRASER THAT ANOTHER 
HEARING ON EAST TIMOR COULD HAVE AN ADVERSE IMPACT ON 
INDONESIA AND MIGHT CAUSE THE GOI TO REVERSE ITS INCREASING 
OPENESS ON OUTSIDE ACCESS TO TIMOR. THERE IS NO INDICATION 
THAT OUR APPROACH HAS CHANGED FRASER'S MIND ABOUT HOLDING 
THE HEARING. END FYI. VANCE 
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